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the Irish Protestants were open or concealed enemies and a legitimate
sacrifice to military exigencies. But to James it was essentially a civil
war and the Protestants were his subjects, who, he hoped, would return
to their allegiance and who must not be exasperated; (it may be remarked,
however, in passing that he had not been so tender with rebellious sub-
jects four years earlier). When Avaux asked him what he had decided
about the measures he had proposed against the Protestants, James
replied angrily that he had no desire to cut his subjects' throats; Avaux
disavowed any intention of inhumanity, but again urged that the Pro-
testants were a menace which must be suitably dealt with. But James
was incapable of deciding on a settled policy. A month after he landed
he issued a proclamation offering a full pardon to all Protestants who
would return to their allegiance, he fixed a date before which those who
had fled might return to Ireland and promised to give back their land
to all loyal Protestants. He also issued "protections" to all who under-
took to live quietly under his government, and these protections not
only made them safe from the depradations of the royal troops, but in
certain cases enabled them to protect themselves against the rapparees.
The result was that in certain localities, notably the neighbourhood of
Belfast, there was a security and prosperity not easily to be found in any
other part of Ireland. There is a remarkable anonymous diary still
extant giving the experiences of a man who landed with Schomberg in
August 1689; under date August 23 he states that he returned to Belfast
from Carrickfergus,

and find that a Protestant may already safely . . , march through
the whole province of Ulster . . . not a Papist anywhere to be
found, except about 2000 who are fled to the Red Glin about
twenty miles northward of this place. To our great surprise and
no less joy we found the whole country full of corn and all manner
of provision, whose plenty you may guess at by the following Table
of Rates set up at the market cross at this place [Belfast],

and he proceeds to give a long list of prices: wheat, 13$. a barrel;
oatmeal, is. a peck; butter, 2d. a pound; cheese, id. a pound; hay, 8d.;
hens, 4fd,; eggs, eight a penny; white bread, 15 oz. for a penny, and so
forth, and says that one of the vendors told him that these prices were
"enough in all conscience, and almost double what they got before our
landing".

' The Protestants, on their side-* accepted the protection with a
cynicism which does them little honour, but after the treatment they
had received from Tyrconnel they had small faith in James's promises;